Interleukin-17A and interleukin-17F: a tale of two cytokines.
In this issue of Immunity, Ishigame et al. (2009) show that interleukin-17A (IL-17A) mediates autoimmunity whereas both IL-17A and IL-17F are required for mucosal immunity. IL-17A may be more pathologic by inducing proinflammatory cytokines.